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Remembering Solon Dixon

O fangiey 0, T937, Soton Dion died. As we all krow, Mr
Dhizan and his wife dfarthe wore strong suppaoniees of the Schoal
of Forestry. They, along with Mrs. Thelma Dixor, dorated find
arvl money 1y esfaldsh the Solon Dixan Forestry Education
Cantar, near Andubusia, wlidh sorves a3 the Schaols seommer
camip facility and provides a seteing for other forestry eduvcation,
exlension ang research. Mr Dixon visited the Cender on z
reepuhier Busis g wirs ahways indergstad In whal was going on.
®hett Johnson, Manzger of the Dikon Coatdr siros it openasd,
presenied Infs thoughts abou! Mr. Dixon in the 1987 Knothole,
the student’s vearfraok, Thoy are repacivred here by permlasion.

“THOUGHTS OF A FRIEND”

The School of Forestry, Auburn University, the
iorestry and wildlife professtons, and all Alahamizns
converned with the state of their natural resourees [ost
&n invaluable friend this past Janoary with the death of
Solan Dixen. Solon was a true conzervationist as the teom
was originally defined: a wise user of natural resounces.
Fle weas at onnee many things -- an accomplished engineer,
a sucgesafi] businessman, a pilat, an educater, a
lumberrman and Irnovative sowmiller, an cutdoorsnan
and avid hunter, an unabashed Auburn fan who took
as much pleasure in an Alabama vickory gwver anyone
else as any “Roll Tider”, a philanthropist, and grearest
of all, for many af us, & true friend.

hr. Divon't eontributions o Alabama’s youth and
educaticn causes wera substantial. He and his wife,
Martha, donaed 500,000 ¢ match Bederal funds o
construct a perforeming ars center at Lurleen B, Wallace
State Junior College in Aodalusio In 13682, Later
contributions were made to help pave parking lots and
set up scholarships and a student loan program at the
“junior college, Solon's years-an Lymoan~Ward tdilisary
Academy, where he attended high school, resulted In
g deep appreciation for that Institution and he [ater gave
$130,000 voward the construction of an All-Faith Chapel
on the Camp Hill campus. He served on their Board of
Directors for many years and contributed o the schools
wull-being in a variely of ways. Solen and other Dixon
family members were also instrumental in the

contruction of the lavish Alabama Forestry Association.

building in mdontgamary, He and Martha matched a

“H10E 000 gift from the wife of his late Brother, Charles,
toe kick ofi the fund raising effort for the construction,
In fact, Solan had foined with other Alabama Forest
busingssmean in the early 1950's to create the Alabama
Forest Products Association which later became the
Alabama Farestry Association.

M. Dizon received many awards in hic lifatime for
his contributions to his fellow Alabamians, Hewas named
Forest Businessman of the Year in 1979 and received a
special Honor plague fram the Alabama chapter of the
SAF that same year far his cutstanding contributlons o
foresiry in Alabama. He also received the Alabama
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A Message from Your President

YWe had the highest membership ever in 1986 1
give thanks o Dr, Bmmett Thospson and che faculty,
all the alumni, and Frankie Stewart, |1, who led the
membership drive, Let's break that record this year,
The dues are $5.00 per year. You can become a
[ifetime member for S0 {one payment, $20 per year
[or Eiwe yrears, or any other payinent plan), Send your
fees to Beth Kennedy, Rowte 4, RBox 418, Winfield,
AL 35594,

There will be twa or three'meetings this year. Also,_J—
we hope topablish at least two newsletters. Dr. Glenn
Glever neede information on lost alumni. IF your
name has not appeared in the newsletter in several
years, please send information about yourself and
family to Glenn.

Larry Brooks has acoeptad the job as chairman of
the Crotslanding Alumnus Award Committee, The
award will be given at the awards banquet in spring,
1938, If wou kncw an outstanding alumnus, send the
information o Larry Brooks, Kt 4, Box 1582-A, Selma,
Al 36701 or call him at 872-2384, We appreciate Larry
SUpFROrLing U 3sSOCiation, )

| expect & productive year and we solicr your
support, We are always interested in ideas on what
the atsociation should be doing., 5end this
information to Dr. Glenn Glaver, Frankme Stewart,
1, myself ar the School's Office of Student and
Alurmr Services,

Marvin Odom (74)
President
Auburn Forestey Alumil Assocation

wildlife Federation's tap award, Conseratiantst of the
Year, for hiz dedication to wise natural resoeree -
management. Other awards were garnerad including an
hanorary doctorate Trom Auburn Lnivessity o 1979
following his gift of land and money for the $olon Dixgn
Forestry Education Conter,

| have always thought that 5olon reserved his greatest
gift for Auburn. Bfe attended and graduated from the
school, then Alabama Polytechnical [nstitute, in 1926 with
a degree in mechanical engineering. Alter récsiving a
masters degree in engineering from the University of
Wiseonsing Solon relurned to the Plalng to teach
rmechanical and asronautical engineering to Auburn
sludents and W glve Hying lessons on the side. He
remained at Auburn for several years befare returting
to Andalusia to join his brothers in the family busineszes.
A most of s are pware, the Dloons were very successiul,
accumu lating wealth and land by shrewd management,
hard wark, and startling buziness acwmern, in 1978, the
mills and much of the land were sold to ThdA, o subsidiary
of Tenneco Corporation. At that time, Solon retained
ownership of several thousand acres of farm and forest
land in the Dixie and Rome communitics near Andalusla,




land which included his old homeplace. Acting on 4
suggaction from [ohn Vick, he acgoired ownership of
approximately 5390 aces in a block surrounding the old
home and presened it to Auburn University for use as
a forestry and wildlife edocalion center. An
accampanying glfL from he and kls wile of $500,000 and
turther contributions from Thelma Dizon enabled the
construction of what has been considerad the finest figld
farestry eduration center in existence in the pation wday,

The gift of money and land was the largest gl cver
made to Auburn by a living person, but Sglon gave us
something aven more dear ro l?ﬂm. He gave us the woods
and field: in whick he had worked and rambled as a
boy and 3 man, He gave us the home which his
grandfather built nearly 150 years ago and in which he
and his father and hiz family had been born and grew
wp. He gave us the acres where his family had sertled
and where they were buried, And Solen gave us a large
part of himeclf as wol, He was never able ta giay sway
from the Center for lang and his inferest and concern

ter givie him pleasore and to satisfy him. | do truly believe
we had become sort of an extended family for him and
that his consant enjoindes to guests to please come back
tey Se s wat genuine. When ill health finally overcama
him on Janoary 10, 1987, 84, Dison made the decision
to bury hime o the family cernetery at the Dixon Cenger
and azked the Center staff b serve 22 pallbeacers, T Eaow
we all considered it fitting and 3 great privilege to, in
the end, bring Salon home one last thne,

Editor's Mote: Those of you who have attended summer camp
at or visited the Solon Dison Foresrry Educatinon Center know
w0 g eendepur LaciliLy ft s I yow fid reodBad or taken the
opaortuaity to visit the Center [ encourge vou to do so. It
is focatad about 22 miffas wast of Andalugis gn LUS 29, 4 farge
wQgiien siges on the nonlh sice of the rord marks the enirence,
The staff of the Cantar are always gracious hosts. Stap by and
see the gift of kdr. Diven, you w1 o saee, be impresioed,

Alumni News

Paol Schrantz {*74) was recently promoted to Manager

‘naver wavered. T think that is parhaps iwWhat 1 &niss rost
shaur him now. When a suceess wias cnjoyved here o
2 pood timber sale, a good turkey hatch, a difficult project
completed, my first thought was to call sr. Dixon
because he toak such great pleasure in the news. When
disaster struck or things went Badly, 1 still called hina
first, He never criticized or second-gucssed, although

_the temptation must hava been great. Instgad, he ahvays
had a suggestion or consolation and his concern was
gonuime. | aften forgot that 3olon's wide experience had
made him well-versed in many areas, practical and
abstracy, and was aften embarrassed when he saw right
through “unsclvable™ prohlems.

We have struggled to he saff-sufficlent here at the
Crigent Center, using sales of forest and farm pradocts
and ucer-feas to offsat operating costs. The vaparies of
agriculiural and forestry markeis and unforsesn expensas
oiten lefl us short 81 the end of 3 fiscal year. | always
hated to have 1o ask Solon for assistance but semetines
had to and he always came through. Me, Dixon had
gained a great appreciation for hard work, frugality,
perserverance, and self-reliance through his long career
and we here at the Cenrer have learned those values
as well. Thay have stood us in geod 5te.1d through trying

-financial timmesTiracent years,

While Solan's health was goad, he came ou almast
daily to visit and see what waz going on. Even later, we
taiked on a regular basis on the telephone and he pover
lost irterest in what wea ware up to. He had a keen interest
in Cenger activities and took pleasure in mesting and
welcoming gueels o the facility. Hig welcomes were
extended to groups ranging from Cub Scout dens to
visiting Gowvernors and University Presidents and were
equally sincere. He took as much pleasurs in a wildflower
walk with a local gorden club as with a techindcal npdate
seesion for professtonal foresters ar wildlife biglogists.
During his lifetime, he saw 240 Acburn forestry students
camplete Summer Camp at the Dixen Center and over
20,000 user-days logged at the facility, Qbviously, his gift
has already rouchoed 1he lves of many [r‘Jl-Er'EStEd in
Mlabama’s natural resources.

As Solon's healh began to il he was lews active
phytically at the Cenver but he still inquired regularly
abaut what was going on, whio was here, had we seen
many turkeys, what fad we heard o Auburn, ete. His
trips out heee, althoupgh Yess and less frequent, seemed

of Contractar Harvasting and Land Management CiviEion
with Rocky Creek Logging Company in Chapman,
Alabarmma, Paul lives in Greeaville, with his wife, [eanne,
who teaches high school English, They have two
daughters, Cathewn and Clalee,

Alan Bruce (78] was recently promoted to Woodlands
tanager of James River Corporation, Maechla, Alabama.

Jlames E. “lack™ Hinson (F50) retired on December 37,
1936 a5 Chief Inspector - Timber, Research and Tests
Cepartment, Norfolk Southern Corporalion. He
fmmediately announced the formation of a consulting
firm to offer services related to crossties and other
produdcts.

YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE

PLEASE SEMD LIS INFORMATION

NOMINATIONS BEING ACCEPTED

Homination: are now being accepted for new
affigers of the AFAL for T9EE-09 and the 1986 Schaool
of Forostey™s Outstanding Alumnue,

[arry johnson, past pracidant, is serving s chairman
of the nominating committes For officers, If you
would ke 1o cnakie a noamination plEaSE contact Jerr:,'
~at:

erry juhnSun, Chairman
AFAA Mominating Coonmiltes
1412 Azalea Dhive

Auburn, AL 36B30

The chairman of the Custanding Alumnes Award
for 1966 iz Larry Brooks. Mominationt showld indude
a biggraphical sketch [fisting past and present
emplayment, condributions to the School and
torestry in general, accomplishments and any gther
Infermsation which you deem mabkes the nomlnes
outstanding. We have many autstanding alumni qut
there, please take time to recognize ane that you
know, The recipiont will receive 4 plagque at the
Annual Awards Banquet and their name will be
inscribed on a placgue which hangs in the Dean's
Office_Send your nominations by December 31, 1937,

B Larry Bragks, Chairman

AFAA Quistanding Alumnus Committes
Route, 4, Box 1582-A
Selma, AL 36701
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Farestry Awards Banquet

The Auburn Dniversity Studera Chapter of the Socieny
of Amearican Faresters held their 1937 Forestry Awards
Banquet on Tuesday, March 3, 1967, in conjuction with
the ichool of Forestry’s Advisery Councit meeting,
Malding the banguet at the fime when the Advizory
Counal s i lowns provides the Council a chance 1o see
what an gutstanding job the students do In planning and
executing the banguet, and to see those students (and
faculty) who receive awards, Marvin Cdom, Fresident
of the Forestry Alumni Assactation, presented the AFAM'S
Churstanding Sentor Award for Academics to [ames Cierry.
Charles Pigg, Chairman of the AFAA Qumstanding
Alurmnus Award Couneil, presented Mr. Frank Wi,
Stoweart, fr. this year's Qutstanding Abumnus Award (3ce
aricle elsewhere in the nowsleties),

cher swudents who veceved awards include: Jeff

Green, Daren Kirkham and Jimtay Trice (B2 A JHauss
Scholastic Tmprovement Award); Denniz Shaw, Don
.Johnsen_and Alan Lewis {H. E, Christen Memarial
dummer Camp Awards); Sam Houston [(American Cat
Company Forest Measurements Award): Brfan Harris
(haetlillan Blowdel, Inc. Forest Economics Award); Al
Erown {Scutheastern Scciely of American Foresters
Cutstanding Senior Award for Acadermics]; and Dale
Wilkiams (L. #. Ware Outstanding Senior in Forestry
Award). Other students were recognized as recipients
of scholarships and we were fortunate to have several
scholarship and award dengrs or representatives of
donors present at the banguat,

EXTRA! EXTRA! We Need Sfudents

Anyane who has followed L5 forestry schools’

gnrallnents over the years knows Lhat number of

students iz 3 cpelical phenomenon. YWe are currently in
a deep vailay. 1987's summer camp stands at 16 stedents,
the lowest swmmer camnp enralled sinee 19720 The
surnrnet camp class Is the anly group of students available
to gradrane two yeaes irom now. Although the job marker
has been somewhat depressed, this low level of
gnrallment s not good for the newly formed School of
Forestry, Many schools in the U5 are experiencing the
same situation and some have lost funding due to low
enrollmen... )
Although we certainly do not wamt to glot the’
employimment market, we balieve that a larger student
body iz desirable, The School has a vacvuiting ctfort, but
you, the Aluemnd, are the best recruiting group that we
have. Take tinee to talk v high school or fivst - and cecend-
vear college students o familiarize them with whar
Forestry is really all zboet, We often suffer from a
misconception of our profession. Few people know of
the broad array of biclogical, technical, soclal and
business courses that are a parl of a Farestry curriculom;
than forestry is the leading industry in the state of Alabama
and that foresters are in the forefront of echnological
devalopment and application, ¥ you need brochures
describing our prograen please call or write the School’s
Office of Student Services, or the Daan's offica,

WENEED YOUR HELE

f———— i —

Williarm B, Glack {751
IN MEMORIAM Fregd W, CIEEJ’J’I’IEH{I:“E-!“

HOMECOMING, 1987
Speaking of coming by to see wus, i wou are
attending ithe Homecoming football pame dn
Qotober M, versus Mississippd State, plan to have
funch with us and on ps. Bar-B-0} sandwichas and
allthe fixings will be provided in the Forestry Building
starting abour 2 1/2 hours before game time, We
will have plenty of food and door prizes, so bBring
yourr Famly amd friends, fave Junch, wisit with other
alurit and got inife —
AUBLUEN SPIRIT
See yaur in October!

Frank Stewart, Qutstanding Alumnus

At the T987 Awards Banquet for the Schood of Forestry
at Auburn University, Frank Stewart, Ir, was recoghized
I;:.[-,- the Scheol's alumni as the oustanding forestey
Aalumnus_ far 1967, tir. Stewart, President of Wilmon
Timberlands, nc., Vredenburg, Alabaona, i 5 1948
graduate of Auburn Liniversity. In presenting the award,
Charles Pigg, Pasi-President of the Auburn Forestry
Alumnl Association, cited Mr. Stewart for his personal
and professtonal accomplishments in the field nffﬁre;tr';
and recogrized his oulsanding woerk in planning,
developing, and perfecting an aptinoum system of forest
managemnent for the avarall benefit of foresry, wildlife,
akd the land. Mr. Stewart is A registered forester in
Mlabama, a registerad land surveyor, past secretany and
past member of the Alabama Egard of Registration for
Foresters, past Chairman of the Consulting Commites
for Forestry Rescaceh for Auburn University, past
Chairman of the School of Forestry Advisory Courcit,
past member of the Forestry Advisory Goard for Patrick
Henry State lunior College, past President of the Auburn
Forestry Alumni Assocation, and past Exerutive Vice
-President and present member of the Board of Auburs
University Forastry Foundation, He is an active merber
of the Society of American Foresters, the Alabama
Forestry Association, and received the Governor's
Wildlife Conservaticnist Award far 1968, the Covernar's
Foresiey Conservationist Award for 1974, and the
aoutheastern Society of Amerfcan Foresters Aweard for
Excéllénce | rithe Praclice of Fordmiiy in 198170 £ Staviart
waas enshrined in the Alabama Forestry Hall of Fame in
133 -

NEW ALUMNIL OFFICE

One of the advantages (and disadvantages) of
becaming a Schogl i5 that we now maintain our own
students records, and have thus formed an Offfce of
Student Serviced, n ander to better serve ouer alumni
and provide a contineous, identlflable Tocatfon Tor
records, communication, ete, we have expanded the
responzibilities of our Student office o the Ofiice of
Student and Alumnl Servicas, This olffce is corently
lorated in Room T00 of M. White Smith Hall and Wands
Libby is the secretary, The faculty Faison will continue

to be Dr. Glenn Glover, i you have news about yourself

o any other alumnus please send it fo!

Office of Stirdent and Alurnl Seryices
School of Forestry
Auburn Unlversirg, AL 36049

Ecttar yet comne b}' and sea us sometlme,

i




AFAA Logo Confest!
WIN A EIFETIME MEMBERSHIF OR $50 CASH

The executive committee of the AFAA has
discussed providing a decal signifying, “Auburn
Forestry Alumni Association==tember, 39379, or
spmething similar, to dues paying members. As part
of this discussion we felt that a new logo for display
on the decal, letterhead, etc. would be appropriate.
5o we gre going (o have 3 conkest, |F yvou have a
creative bend, design a new logo thar would
approgriately represent the AFAA. Sand your entries
te the School of Forestry's office of Student and
Alumni Services (see article elsewhere in neweletter]
by November 1, 1987, Tha entries will be revigwed
by the Executive Commettee and the winnmg
designer will be given a [ife membership o the AFAA
CE00 waloe) af they are an Auburn Farestey Alurmnus
or 550 cash #f thay are not an alumnos.

Life Membership —Why Do 182

The Bylaws of the AFAA allews For a lifetime
rmemberchip dues of $100. The intent of the [fetime
membership was 1o build an endowment w Tund a
schalarship within the Schoal of Forestne A $500 yearly
scholarship wauld require an endowment of about $8000
- 3 lifetime members out of over 1000 forestry
praduates. As the number of lifetime members increase,
the amount of the schalarship can be increased or more
than ane scholarship can be offered.

Pleasa cansider a lifatime membership to your Forestry
Alumni Agsociation, Arrangerenls can be made for
paymente aver time — 5 years @ $3) per year or any
eiher payment plan, You will recelve a certificste
signifying you a3 a liferime member of the AFAA,

- . —— . J—

Auburn Forestry Foundation

The Aubern Focestry Foundation was formed 2 an arm
o the Auburn Forestry Alumni Association to aid and
promote the School of Forastry at Auburn Liniversity.
To achieve this, the Foreelry Endowment Trust Fund was
established. The fund, at prasent, s relatively small,
consisting of several accounts such as the Harald Chirislen
telemearial, C. O. Duffes Lecture, Henry Posay hemaorial,
mernarials 16 seversl deceased alumni, and general
danations. All contributions go to the Endowment Trust
Fund. The interest fraom the invested capital will be

expended when dermed neceszary to meet the special .

neards of the School of Forestry, How is o good timnme
to bulld the fund w support the esntinued growth of
the Schoal of Forestry at Auburn University,

School of Forestry

Aubern University Alumni Association
Aubern University, AL 36849-5418

Ta Coarrvibire 4o "The Aubura Foreshsy
Foundation™
ddaka vour check pavable to;

Auburn Forestry Foundation

bl [
School of Forestry
100 kA, Srmith Hall
Auburn University, AL 36849 « 5413

CHECE WITH YOUR Ep PLOVERS TO DETERMINE FF
THEY PROYIDE A MATCHING CONTRIBLITICN —
ROUBLE YOLUR EFFORT,

Permit #9
Non - Profi
Auburn, AL,




